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Are You Ready for Storm Season?

Rain storms have taken a foll on the state of Texas
this summer; images of flooding, heroic rescues
and property damages have filled the evening
news programs. Harris County has had its share
of the forrential downpour. While damages in
our area have not been nearly as severe as other
regions of the state, the continuous rain serves as
a staunch reminder that flooding can happen any
where at any fime.

The Harris County Flood Confrol District [HCFCD)
helps alleviate the risk of flooding through
projects like Project Brays. While these efforts
may reduce the risk of flooding, this area will
never be completely safe from rising waters. I is
important for everyone fo prepare in advance for
flooding fo help when a natural disaster strikes.
Following are tips to assist with preparation.

Create a Family Preparedness Plan

® Discuss with your family the needs for prepara-
fion and dangers associated with a flood

® Prepare and maintain a portable family emer-
gency kit with water and non-perishable food
items for all family members, including pefs

® Find an outoFown family member or friend to
be your “family checkin contact” in case you
have frouble contacting each other during or
after the flood. Make sure all family members
have the phone number with them at all times

* Assemble important documents and family
keepsakes in a single location

e Consider flood insurance and, if needed, keep
it current

* Keep postemergency phone numbers by the
phone

® Get to know your neighbors and discuss how
you can help each other

* Plan how to take care of your pets

When Flooding is Imminent

® Pay atention fo all National Weather Service
Flood Waiches and Warnings

® Put your family preparedness plan into action

® Secure your family emergency kit

* Move valuables, legal papers, pets and
vehicles to higher ground

® Tum off the electricity if you can do so safely

For a complete list of items fo include in your
Family Emergency Kit and fips fo assist in
organizing plans for flooding and other disasters,
visit www. projectbrays.org.

Like many of the bayous in Harris County, Brays Bayou filled be-
yond capacity in 2001 during Tropical Storm Allison. The storm
caused $5 billion in damages and 22 deaths in Harris County.

Hurricane Tracking:

No Need to Watch The Skies

Using HCFCD's 2007 Hurricane Tracker, you'l
be able to automatically frack this year's storms
and be armed with vital information that wil
keep you prepared better than ever.

The Full Version Hurricane Tracker includes:

* An automatic fracker (including ful-Atlantic
view and track forecaster)

® A printable tracking chart

® |nteractive, animated historical storms

* Hurricane and flood safety information

® Emergency contact information and more

To download the 2007 Hurricane Tracker,
visit www.hcfed.org.

Storm Season Resources

Harris County Office of Homeland Security
& Emergency Management
www.hcoem.org

City of Houston Office of Emergency
Management www.housionoem.org

Harris County Flood Control District
www.hcfed.org /tropicalweather

American Red Cross: Greater Houston
Area Chapter  www.houstonredcross.org

FEMA: Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Region VI
www.fema.gov/regions/vi/about

Houston Transtar (traffic conditions)
2ftraffic. houstontranstar.org



The Bayou Beat

PROJECT BRAYS: HOW IT GETS DONE [ Ree]nl5 WV

W

With Project Brays consfruction well underway, one of the most important questions community
members ask is, “Why does the construction schedule for specific projects in my area keep
changing?” The process is complex, so HCFCD wants to help the community better understand
the steps involved in building a capital project that, uliimately, affect the proposed schedule for
Project Brays.

What is a Capital Project?
A capifal project is part of an overall program planned and implemented by a government 10% 10-¥e1 oo 1% 100-¥r) oot 0.2%(500-¥¢) ocd
agency to improve infrastructure to meet community needs.

HCFCD has a 5+year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) that is presented annually to Harris
County Commissioners Court. Projects included in HCFCD's CIP include channel modifications,
new channel construction, excavation of stormwater defention basins and voluntary buyout of
homes that have experienced repetitive flooding or are located deep in the floodplain.

Some CIP funds are allocated to flood damage reduction projects implemented solely by
HCFCD. Other CIP funds are used in flood damage reduction projects that involve federal
partnerships. Federal partnerships leverage local dollars and offen produce projects that
have faster complefion schedules.

Project Brays encompasses more than 70 individual projects, some funded solely by HCFCD
and some that are jointly funded with other partners, which explains why these many projects
have staggered completion dafes. For example, the Freshwater Marsh at Mason Park is a col-
laboration of HCFCD and many city, state and national organizations, both public and private.
Additional dollars contributed to this project allowed it to progress more quickly.

What does it take to build a project?
As with Project Brays, once a flood-
ing issue is identified, the project is
included in the Capital Improvement
Program. Upon allocation of available
funds, a project team is selected fo
fake the project from an engineering
study through construction. While the
steps for each project are very similar,
each has an individual set of circum-
stances and varying timeline.

Some of the common steps include:

® Devise a flood damage reduction project

* Evaluate impacts and mitigation needs

e Consider community input [seek support, opinions;

wwkeep the community informed)
® Design the project Contact Us

® Determine the land to build it upon [either on existing rightofway,

We welcome your feedback!

or through land acquisifion] If you have questions, please email us at
® Secure permission fo build (environmental, city/county development info@projectbrays.org or call the
permits; inferlocal agreements) Project Brays Hotline ot 713-316-4820.
* Remove physical obsructions (ufilities, bridges, etc.) For up-o-date information, you can also visit the
e Allocate funding Project Brays website at
e Select a confractor (through a public bid and award process| and build www.projectbrays.org.
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