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TSARP
Tropical Storm Allison Recovery Project
In the aftermath of Tropical Storm Allison, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Harris
County Flood Control District (the District) began a multiyear initiative called the Tropical Storm Allison Recovery
Project (TSARP) that will comprehensively assess the flood
risks associated with the major flooding sources within
Harris County.
FEMA and the District have worked closely together in the
past to identify major flooding sources and associated flood
risks within Harris County, but never on such a scale.
Both agencies are using innovative scientific techniques to
determine the current flood risks posed by streams and
bayous throughout the county’s approximate 1,700 square
mile area, including 22 watersheds and 35 communities.
The information developed as a result of TSARP will be
provided to the public, government officials and numerous
other Harris County stakeholders, so that they can make
informed, scientifically based flood management decisions
about the places where they work and reside.
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The Impact of New
Floodplain Maps

FIRM (or floodplain) map. Additionally, approximately
during Tropical Storm Allison experienced flooding.
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The Science Behind TSARP

Where to Learn More

policy rate, and for some, their status may actually improve.

Log on to these websites for more information:

District will be able to use the TSARP products as new tools

TSARP is a massive undertaking involving extensive use of

However, it is possible that the maps may show new

for planning and design of new flood damage reduction

a sophisticated laser technology called Light Detection And

boundaries that would cause flood insurance rates to rise
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projects within Harris County.

Ranging, commonly referred to as LiDAR, to map the

in certain areas and/or require a homeowner to purchase

ground’s topography.

flood insurance for the first time.

Periods of heavy rain regularly occur in Harris County, an

Developed by NASA, this laser technology has already been

FEMA and the NFIP are mindful that such changes can be

area prone historically to flooding. As a result, it is very

successfully employed by FEMA on other important projects,

unwelcome. For that reason, the NFIP has a “Grandfather

important that citizens possess the best possible knowledge

including recovery efforts at Ground Zero after the 9-11 attacks.

Rule” that may allow alternative rating rules to benefit a

considered, planned and constructed. In addition, the

Enhanced Knowledge of Flood Risks

of their flood risks for their homes and businesses. The

given structure. Contact an insurance agent for more

District and FEMA believe that the citizens of Harris County

The use of LiDAR for TSARP involves directing millions

want to and should know what these risks are so that they

of laser beams toward the ground from low-flying aircraft,

can plan accordingly.

and measuring the time it takes for that light to bounce off

In addition, if the new maps reflect a change in flood zone

the earth and back to the recording equipment on the plane.

status with which a home or property owner does not agree,
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they have the right to appeal the change to FEMA.

Comprehensive Remapping of the
County’s Floodplains
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See back of brochure for additional contact info.

information.

represent different heights, or the relief, of the land.

Flood Insurance Rate Maps, commonly referred to as FIRMs

The Importance of Flood Insurance
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The information generated by this laser technology, along

Consider these facts: Tropical Storm Allison dropped up

a higher risk of flooding than others.
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flooding sources in Harris County. Since that time, updates
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Federal Emergency Management Agency
WASHINGTON
500 C Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20472
Phone: 202-646-4600
www.fema.gov
REGION VI FEDERAL CENTER
Federal Regional Center
800 N. Loop 288
Denton, TX 76209-3698
www.fema.gov/reg-vi/index.htm

Harris County Flood Control District
9900 Northwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77092
Phone: 713-684-4000
www.hcfcd.org
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16225 Park Ten Place, Suite 420
Houston, TX 77084
Phone: 281-579-4656
www.tsarp.org

